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that the yearly cycle held within Christianity, 
reminds us of. The Pagan celebration of Ostara 
will also be observed at First Universalist with 
rituals and a craft fair. 

My friends we have survived the dark times 
and with the changing of our clocks we are 
reminded that the daylight hours are with us 
one again. Let us live them fully, share our 
abundance with one another and find the magic 
that exists in the spring soil and the rain. 
 
In Faith,  

 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Marjorie Matty 

March 21st  
Canvass Sunday 
This Sunday will be a celebration of recommit-
ment to the Church by the congregation. Music, 
members sharing and lunch will make this Sun-
day very special. Please bring your pledge 
cards from the mailing that you received from 
the Canvass Committee and wear your Sunday 
best! 
 
March 28th   
Palm Sunday  
This will mark the beginning of the spiritual 
times of transformation in the Christian 
Church. As Unitarian Universalists we will 
honor the tradition of Palm Sunday and re-
member the roots of our religion.  

Worship and Religious Education  
Begins at 10:45 AM  

Nursery is available for babies and toddlers.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP 
SERVICES 

April 1st  
Maundy Thursday 
This evenings service will be held at 7 PM at 
First Universalist and will be attended by 
members of the First Church on Essex Street. 
This is the culmination of going into the dark 
to face our demons and is the marking of the 
death of Jesus. 
 
April 4th  
Easter Sunday  
This Sunday will transition from the darkness 
of Maundy Thursday into the light of rebirth 
on Easter. This will be a joyous celebration 
replete with big hats…  
 
April 11th  
Guest in the Pulpit. 
 
April 18th    
Earth Day 
This Sunday will be the reminder and celebra-
tion of the 40th anniversary of earth day and 
our own commitment to being Green and ad-
vocating for our earth. 
 
April 25th   
Beltaine with Hearthside 
 
May 2nd   
Service As Our Prayer 
How as Unitarian Universalists do we engage 
in prayer. Do we really pray through service 
and if so how can we be better at it. 
 
May 9th   
Mother’s Day  
Hosted by Christine DiSaia and Joyce Prior 
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congregation that I had when I left the Board 
retreat. A double whammy! As Marjorie 
preached, I had an epiphany: Our religion is 
limitless. Our congregation has strove toward 
justice for over two hundred years. We are not 
restricted to one faith tradition, but seek all. I 
was touched by the joy of the new members as 
they talked about finding their home at our 
church. It brought back memories of my first 
visit. Like many I was searching for a place for 
my children, a friend suggested I start with 
First Universalist Society of Salem and I did 
and I haven’t left since. 

Please share your thoughts and concern 
with the members of the Board of Trustees! 
 
Peace,  
Denise Regan 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Happy Spring!  

It has been an exciting month for the Board 
of Trustees. We had a retreat with Sue Philips 
from the UUA on February 27th. It is the sec-
ond time this church year that we had met 
with her to focus the direction and energy of 
the Board. Then, what a wonderful service on 
New Member Sunday! 

As a result of thoughtful discussion, the 
Board decided developing policies to oversee 
the governance of the church is of upmost im-
portance for several reasons. First, they will 
provide continuity and predictability between 
changes of leadership that will allow the 
church to prosper in times of change. Second, 
they will free the board and the church to fo-
cus on our covenant, “…[T]o dwell together in 
peace, to seek knowledge in freedom, and to 
help those in need.” Third, policies will reduce 
conflict in the church by providing structure 
and expectations that all can rely on.  Most 
misunderstandings in the church come from 
differing expectations and lack of communica-
tion. The more we can all “be on the same 
page;” the less time the Board and the congre-
gation will need to spend on sorting things 
out.  

One example of policy change that the 
Board would like to implement is an expan-
sion of the role of the Nominating Committee 
to facilitate a matching of people’s passions 
with congregational work.  What is an un-
pleasant task for one person, is a relaxing 
pleasure for another and we need to do a bet-
ter job of matching the person with the task.  
Right now the Nominating Committee has 
only two members, who will need help to meet 
any increase in responsibilities. The Board is 
discussing ways to enlarge the Nominating 
Committee to enable it to meet these new chal-
lenges. Suggestions welcomed! 

I was so inspired by the New Member ser-
vice this past Sunday. I left the service with the 
same sense of excitement and hope for our 

DIRECTOR OF  
     RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
PASSOVER 

On Friday evening, April 2nd, we will be 
holding a Passover celebration.  Passover is a ritual 
meal from the Jewish tradition that recounts the 
story of the miraculous exodus of the Jews from 
slavery in Egypt.  Everyone is welcome. Please sign 
up in the Anna Hill room if you’re interested in 
attending – once we figure out how many people 
are interested, we will be assigning potluck items to 
bring for the feast.   

If you have questions, please see Marsha 
Finkelstein or Marlyn Miller. 
 
PARENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

On Saturday evening, April 10, Religious 
Education will be hosting a parent’s night to discuss 
changes in RE, policies, and the future of the RE 
program. We need your input! At least one parent 
from each family is strongly encouraged to attend. 
Child care will be provided. 
 
Marlyn may be reached at  
marlynmiller@mac.com or  
(978) 462-8092 
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the sermons and spirituality more now.  This 
church has always felt like a home to me, and I 
figured it was about time I actually commit-
ted!” 

 Upon her return, Emily has taught religious 
education. She also designed and drew a series 
of nametags for members, based on the individ-
ual’s interests and favorite colors. 

 Emily graduated from Salem State College 
as an Art major. She is currently a substitute 
school teacher with an eye toward becoming an 
art teacher. An artist, she likes to render pencil 
and colored pencil portraits as well as work in 
other media. She likes to travel, take walks, at-
tempt to teach herself guitar, and spend time 
with her amazing friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sandra McCahill  

Sandra McCahill grew up in a non-religious 
family in Lincoln, MA. She read about different 
religions on her own and practiced Wicca in her 
teen years. 

She was first attracted to Unitarian Univers-
alism when she was told about it and saw the 
banners hanging on First Parish UU church in 
Portland, ME. “I was more curious than any-
thing about a church that held ideals similar to 
mine,” she said. 

She found First Universalist by driving by it 
when she moved to Salem recently. She started 
attending and joined after the February mem-
bership classes. 

“I like how tight knit the community is, how 
accepting and supportive everybody is, and 
how the services are set up and presented. And 
the choir,” she said. Sandy listed the varied, in-
teresting and enlightening services as some of 
the things the church does well.  

NEW MEMBER PROFILES 
By Tracy Keller 

  
Emily Englehardt  

Emily Englehardt is a familiar face to the 
members of the First Universalist Society. She 
attended church with her brother and parents 
as a child and, after an absence, resumed com-
ing to church a couple of years ago. 

 At age five, Emily asked her parents Kath-
leen and David, who were raised Roman 
Catholic, why everybody else did something in 
regards to religious worship and their family 
did not. They attended Mass where all she re-
members is sitting sideways in the pew draw-
ing. 

 Her father discovered FUSS when Emily 
was around the age of eight.  Shortly thereaf-
ter, he stopped coming, but her mother contin-
ued to take both her and her brother to church.  
“I liked coming, more than my brother did,” 
she said. During her childhood and teenage 
years she came to church and also became very 
active in the youth group the church had then. 

 Emily and Elizabeth Black started a sewing 
circle, where Elizabeth helped her make a 
dress. “I was in the first incarnation of Craft 
Circle,” she said. 

 Then in her late teen years her interest 
waned. She was busy with high school and 
college. The youth group broke up. “I wasn’t 
going to hang out with the little kids and I 
wasn't quite enough of an adult to get any-
thing out of the sermons,” she said. “There 
was nothing keeping me here." 

 Then about three years ago, she discovered 
she wanted to go back. “Everyone wants that 
something that they’re missing,” she said. 

 She started coming to church a couple of 
times a year for one or two years before at-
tending on a regular basis. “I felt like I never 
left except there were a few new people.” 

 “I really like the people and I really like 
Marjorie,” she said about FUSS. “I’m here for 
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With a deep interest in music, Sandy has 
sung with the special choirs. She is also inter-
ested in helping out with Religious Education. 

For the future, she would like to see the 
congregation grow. 

Currently between jobs, her past jobs have 
been in sales and waitressing. She aspires to be 
a musician and crafter. She plays the flute dur-
ing open mic nights at the Gulu Gulu Café in 
downtown Salem and will play in a benefit 
concert at the Derby Deli on March 25. 

She graduated from high school with high 
honors and completed two years toward a BA 
in sociology. 

Her hobbies include biking, gaming, read-
ing, volunteering, jewelry design and trying 
anything new. 

 

 
Carole McCauley 

One of Carole McCauley’s dreams for First 
Universalist is, “To see the crowd reaching the 
balcony.” Carole found FUSS when she 
walked past the church on the way to the com-
muter rail station when she worked in Boston. 
She visited, and then stayed for the welcoming 
and sense of community she received. Rever-
end Matty was also a big part of her decision 
to join. Carole signed the book after the Path to 
Membership class in February. 

Raised in Wayland, she attended a Presby-
terian church in Natick and won an Excellence 
in Attendance award for not missing a single 
Sunday school session. She eventually taught 
Sunday school and was involved in church 
government during her teens. 

However, she backed away from the 
church in what she described as a parental/
spiritual rebellion and went on to attend a 

Catholic university. “I thought the Jesuits were 
pretty darned educated and I didn’t know yet 
what I wanted to study…so history, philoso-
phy, religion and English were a good place as 
any to start,” she said. 

Carole was familiar with Unitarian Uni-
versalism after being exposed to it by child-
hood friends who were raised in the faith. She 
also had some experience with a very liberal 
UU youth group. 

During her college years and afterward, 
Carole was exposed to a lot of Christian per-
spectives. “When I lived abroad, I experienced 
a much more deeply Christian society and at-
tended some services in varying groups. My 
son [Kemari, age three] was ‘blessed’ in 
Wesleyan Holiness church. His dad was raised 
Seventh Day Adventist,” she said. She also 
studied many other religions. 

After living away from New England for 18 
years, she decided to return to be nearer to her 
family here – her parents, her two brothers and 
their families. Her parents are from Ireland 
and they and her brothers are the only family 
she has in the U.S.  

She also decided to join a church to give 
Kemari the sense of family she felt in her 
church growing up. One wish for the future of 
the church is “My son telling me, as an adult, 
that he learned and loved there,” she said. 

Some of the aspects of FUSS Carole would 
like to become involved in are the Salem Mis-
sion and/or the Food Pantry, church grounds 
upkeep and the greening of the church., hospi-
tality and singing with the special music 
groups. She also has experience in strategic 
planning exercises and can help with that. 

Carole currently works as Outreach Pro-
gram Coordinator for Northeastern Univer-
sity’s Marine Science Center in Nahant, a job 
she has loved since she started in January. 
Prior to that, she worked for the Common-
wealth for 15 months.  
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NEW MEMBER PROFILES 
CONTINUED 
By Tracy Keller 
 
Kelly Fouhey and Mark Lobsitz  

Kelly Fouhey and Mark Lobsitz are lifelong 
Salem residents who passed by First Universal-
ist in their travels but did not start attending 
until recently. They joined after attending the 
fall membership classes. 

Mark was raised in a Christian home 
church and Kelly was raised Roman Catholic. 
Neither religious tradition fit their beliefs and 
needs anymore. Both explored Buddhism and 
paganism before coming to FUSS. 

“We were looking for a spiritual environ-
ment that was the right fit for us as a family. 
For me, that included the rituals I grew up with 
in Catholicism without the alienating institu-
tional beliefs, for Mark, the strong community 
connection and involvement that he knew from 
his home church experience,” Kelly said. 

The couple also wanted their four year old 
daughter, Maleah, to have a chance to be with 
other children and to learn to respect other’s 
beliefs and cultures. 

“Everyone at the church has been very 
friendly and made us feel very much at home,” 
Kelly said. Both said the Music Sunday service 
was beautiful. 

They also were attracted to FUSS because of 
it being an open and welcoming congregation, 
Unitarian Universalist principles and lay peo-
ple’s involvement in running the church. 

They would both like to see the church 
grow and become a strong presence in the city. 
They hope there will be more social justice pro-
jects and are excited about initiatives to make 
the church more environmentally friendly. 

Mark is a member of the Building and 
House committee at the church and Kelly has 
volunteered to make prayer shawls. Both have 
taught RE. 

Next Potluck & Game Night 
March 27, 2010 at 5 PM  

 
Next Potluck & Movie Night 

April 17, 2010 at 5 PM 

CANVASS 
Pledges can be left in the 
church canvass mailbox, 
given directly to Helen 
Jacoby or mailed to the 

church office. 
 

$1580 of pledges have come 
in as of March 7th. 

Kelly and Mark met at Bishop Fenwick High 
School in Peabody and were married in 2003. 

She has an office in Danvers where she prac-
tices hypnotherapy, massage and Reiki. Mark 
works in information technology at EBSCO 
Publishing in Ipswich. 

The couple keeps bees and enjoys camping. 
Mark, described by his wife as a “technology 
ninja,” enjoys “geocaching” which is a high 
tech treasure hunt game where participants use 
GPS devices to find hidden containers (the geo-
caches) outdoors. Then they write abut it 
online. Mark also bikes, skateboards and enjoys 
anime and card games. 

Kelly has an art background and continues 
to produce artwork for both fun and profit. Her 
work includes mural painting, photography, 
needlework and crafts. She likes to cook, gar-
den, hula hoop and belly dance. 
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MUSIC COMMITTEE 
The Music Committee has been very 

busy over the last two months.  We 
continue to work hard at scheduling 
special music for all of our services and 
meet the music needs of our church.  There 
has been renewed interest by our members 
and friends in having a choir available to 
sing at one service per month. We enjoyed 
a choir of sixteen for one of our January 
services!  Music Sunday was held on 
February 28th and a choir of nearly twenty 
was available to provide two anthems for 
the service.  We were also treated to four 
readings selected by committee member, 
Helen Jacoby, and a special number by 
Elizabeth Black, Sarah Smith and Bill 
Smith.  Bill Smith also entertained us with 
the beautiful sound of the hammer 
dulcimer in addition to Michael’s terrific 
selection for his solo piece.  

The Committee has also been working 
on accomplishing our goals for the 2010 
church year.  New hymnals have been 
purchased.  The organ and grand piano 
have been tuned.  Some minor repairs have 
been completed on our heirloom 
Hutchings organ by Bob Byrd.   Our 
wonderful accompanist, Michael 
Mazurkiewicz has continued to take 
lessons from Bob and his progress on the 
organ has added to our weekly service.    

We have also worked on developing our 
Strategic Plan and budget for the new 
church year starting in the fall.  The 
Committee has really stepped up to fill the 
void left by having no paid staff as Music 
or Choir Director.  We hope to continue to 
offer members and friends opportunities to 
participate in the services by offering their 

musical talents.  One of the major concerns 
for the Music Committee is the ongoing 
maintenance and restoration of the organ 
in order to keep it in good working order 
for many more years.  Over the summer, 
some of us are committed to investigating 
possible grants or foundation resources to 
help address this concern. 

The Committee would like to solicit at 
least two new members for the next church 
year and will continue with our theme of 
“Music by Committee.”  We thank 
everyone who has helped in any way make 
music a part of the spirituality of our 
church.  Once again, Committee members 
are Helen Jacoby, Brenda Briana, Joy 
Remy, Michael Mazurkiewicz, Bill Smith, 
Julie Pottier-Brown and Becky Christie. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Becky Christie 
Music Committee 
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     The First Universalist Society in Salem is a 
Welcoming Congregation which celebrates and 
supports the lives, the relationships and contributions of 
its lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and heterosexual 
members and friends.  We affirm and promote full 
participation of all in the life of the congregation and 
community.  We pledge our congregation's commitment 
to continue to enlighten and educate our members, 
friends, children and community regarding sexual 
orientation and gender identification.   
     We welcome people with disabilities.  We are 
partially accessible and striving to become more so.  
Please call the church office for specific information. 

Staff 
Minister: Rev. Marjorie Matty 
Board of Trustees:   
Chair: Christine DiSaia  
Vice-Chair: Denise Regan 
Director of Religious Education: Marlyn Miller 
Accompanist: Michael Mazurkiewicz 
Nursery Attendant: Mary Radziewicz 
Sexton:  Samuel Boylston 
Church Administrator: Rosa Palomino 

The Next Newsletter Deadline is  
May 11, 2010 to cover  

May 15th through July 30th/Summer 


